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1. ANE SHE (§ ALIVE... 
WN THE PRIVATE NIGHT... 
BEHIND My EYELIDS. «. 


++ THE SNELL OF HER SKIN...1N THE 
UTED... ALTUUN.... SUNLIGHT... 


oe THE FINE WHITE HAIRS... 
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YOU CAN'T JUST WALK 
AWAY, HOLLAND, You 
HAVEN'T HEARD THE 


FEST OF IT YET... 
- . 


SUCH 1S MY AAWER,... THE POWER TO 

THE POWER TO CONDEMN RESURRECT THE GUILTY 

A STAINLESS INNOCENT Aza DEAD AND DRESS THEM 
TO THE PIT... IN WARM NEW AQ070- 


1. RIPPED HER SOUL FROM HER 
AND IT PULSED IN MY HANDS, 
MILK WHITE AND TRANSLUCENT... 
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THEY ARE 
RETURNED, 


= - LE 
THE CREAM > aids. 
OF THE GALLOWS, | HOW, CELEBRATING 
THE ARISTOCRACY /: : E THEIR NEW SKIN 
IN THE 
DARKNESS. _4 


“SALLY PARKS, FLIRTING IN HOUMA, THENTY- TWO 


YEARS AFTER A POLICE (ARKSIMAN (MADE A SHALL 
HOLE 1M HER FOREHEAD, A LARGER ONE AT THE 
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THEY ARE 
RETURNED, 
AND THEY 


PO pn 
ool Ml A . COP y 
a 7 Come [HAP CANNOT EAGLY BE PLT 


AN 


Yi 
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UN ENCUMBERED : ‘e 
WITH YOUR STUPID, 


INCORRUPTIBLE 
GOODNESS TO 
LIGHT YOUR WAY. 
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MONITOR? 


I HEARD WHAT You 
SAID, PLEASE DO NOT 
BEIRB ME, T AM 


: C with mam 
LREAMSE 7H8T WENT LINGUESTIONER... 


T SEEMY UNCLE 
OVER THERE , TALKING 
TO MY HUSBAND. THEY'RE 
INSEPARABLE INSECTS, 


+ YOUR PARENTS FREED THE 

MONKEY WITH A CHARM 

SPELLED OUT IN RANROM 
LETTERS ON A BOARD. 


WAS THERE SOME FURTHER 
FIEND THAT NUBGED THEIR ARM? 


THIS (8. 
THE FYNAL 
CATTLE. 
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IVE HEARD OF 
BIG FRUIT TASTE, 
BUT THIS IS 
RIDICULOUS ! 


ALL 3 FLAVORS. 
BONK ME our! 


FOR THIS 
IS MY WORLD 
NOW... 


‘ THERE IS 
THESE YEARS, NO POINT IN 
THE WETORY RUNNING. 


1S MINE. 


DON'T BE RIDICULOUS, 
HOLLANO, WHAT ARE 


S HEY, WAKE UP. 
DM warr'te you see wHar's F z : : 
COMING ON NBC. Bal pe / : 7 PITY THE Poor. 
‘i / V Foot. WHO messes 
WITH THE CHANNEL 
CHANGER! 
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THEN SPIDER-MAN AND HIS 
P| AMAZAIS FRIENDS Viitt Joi. 
FORces TO MAKE THE WHOLE 
E| WORLD SAFE Foe Democeacy;., 
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ANO ON THEIR WAY JO LOUISIENA, IME DRRK SOULS IHEP 
WP SUMNONED STOP IN THEIR TRACKS AND STRIE, 


& 
RECORPoRAnoNs¢ 


= WE MADE 
A BARGAIN... 


WO! YOU STALE IT 
FROM ME... AND THEN 
YOU KILLED ABBY... 


YOU WERE TOO 


‘STRONG FORME TO 
4° CHALLENGE BEFORE, 
WOM. 


REMEMBER 
THE CARCKASH? 


CABLE, YOU 
FOOL, YOU'LL KILL 


Le 
CONTINUED ON ZNB" PAGE FOLLOWING. 
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THERE 437 ANY J 
EViL, ALEC...NO SPECIAL 
BLACKNESS RESERVED 
FOR DEMONS AND 
MONSTERS, THERE'S JUST 
WEAKNEES.,.L HAD A — 


7 PERHAPS... ENOUGH ; 
A POWER... TO REPAIR : 


Foy Fa 


Bay BUT Z,..D0N'T 
WANT 10,,.LIVE... 


THE HEART... 
HAVE TO MOVE. 
INCREASE... AV77> "THE HEART... 
COREULANTS... 
MAKE IT AZO... 
AGAIN... 


BR TOO WEAK... 
A TL... 
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IT'S BEATING... 
AND'THE Z0WGS... 
IN..-OUT....1N...OUT,, 


ALL THAT.STUFF ABOUT 
AEVER GONNA GET WOMEN WITH ABLES IN 
THAT SALOR IN THEIR HEADS, 
THE DRUNK TANK... 


WHAT A AUGA7/ 
YO REMEMBER REMEMBER A 
A NIGHT LIKE NIGHT LIKE 
THIS, BOBBY 7 


LITTLE KIDDIES 
WALKIN' ABouT 


WHE AIN'T HARDLY BREAN. 
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NIGHT LIKE JAS, WHO Ji 
GIVES A DAMN 7 j 
C'NON... LET'S GET HIM 
IN O02 CAR, MAYBE WE 
CAN GET HIM 10 THE 
PASPYTAL (IN TIME... 
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YEAH, JEEZ, 
LOOK AT ALL 
THIS BLOCL. 


T ONLY JUST 
SGOT THROUGH 
CLEANIN’ IT UP 
AFTER THE SAILOR... 


THE TEARS COME. 
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EACH 5¥/2-INCH FIGURE COMES 
COMPLETE WITH ACCESSORIES/ 
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COLLECT THEM ALL! 
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SAVALABIEATPARTICIPATING, «= 2G mar. )STpRES! 


THE SAVING PLACE 


72 AND WHEN 
I OPEN THEM... 
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Dear Editor: 

_ On the first page of the SAGA OF THE 
SWAMP THING #265, Jason Blood says 
that Harty Price"... will be impaled by a 
swordfish ... it is written. Selena has 
already decided not to buy the lawn 
furniture.” 

_ The most enjoyable quality of 
SWAMP THING lately is that this 
statement will be explained as the story 
evolves. Alan Moore weaves a story, 
with each thread playing its part to 
advance the story and to determine its 
outcome. For example, the word “fear” 
connects the 2-page spread featuring 
the SWAMP THING (p. 16-17) to page 
18, and so on. Thus, the story flows from 
Picture to picture, 

And Harry Price is a good example of 
how a@ character can be used within the 
confines of one story, while @ con- 
tinuum ean go on from issue to issus, Ha 
Serves the purpose of introducing Jason 
Blood’s abilities to the reader whilé 
presenting an aspect of our times, the 
hard-sell traveling salesman. tt is the 
point of view of a comic like SWAMP. 
THING that dictates that Harry Price will 
die, and it harks back to the style of 
HOUSE OF MYSTERY and UNEX- 
PECTED. The SWAMP THING can take 
its place as the only remaining DC 
mystery comic. 

And the talent of Alan Moora is 
making this all happen. Ever since he 
160k over with issue #20, I've enjoyed 
the SAGA OF THE SWAMP THING more 
and fiiefe. He dissected the Swap 
Thing, looked around, and has come up 
with his ¢onclusions. We are learning 
more about the Swamp Thing than ever 
hefore. We learn that the usually 
peaceful Swamp Thing will kill based on 
Giroumstances that surfound him. In 
faét, in issue #21, it is essential and 
believable that he does kill. 

The Jayouts and the art try to keap up 
with the script, and they doa reasonably 
good job. Stephen Bissette and John 
Totleben will gain good experience in 
these pages. 

| believe the revival of the SWAMP 
THING has come full circle. A spacial 
comic book deserves special treatment. 
Thank you, DC. 


Timothy Flynn 
Rochester, NY 


And to that; Timothy, all we have to say 
is you're welcome. 
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Dear Karen, 

SAGA OF THE SWAMP THING #25, 
being the first part of a three-igsue story, 
is a little difficult to evaluate. Certainly 
the first two pages were exceptionally 
intriguing, even by Alan Moore stan- 
dards, and the running bit about 
Selena’s lawn furniture and Harry's 
death at 5:32 was weil done. I’m not so 
sure about the rest. 

The scene with Swampy and Abigail 
was nice, but | found it ironic that 
directly across from this idyllic page five 
was an ad fot SOTST concerning ST's 
learning the truth about his origin which 
read: “... he doesn’t like it. He doesn’t 
like it at all.” And in both the ad and this 
issue's cover, it appears that Swampy is 
attacking Abby! | realize that you are 
allowed a bit of artistic license, and that 
“Swamp Thing and’ Abby=head-to- 


“head in the most exciting conversation 


of alll” doesn't make exsiting cover 
Copy, but | would hépe you would 
coordinate your ad campaigns more 
closély with the actual happenings in 
the series, in the future. 

I like Matt Cable too mich to approve 
of what Alan’‘s doing with him, so | hope 
he is either cured (or whatever) or is 
allowed to die with some measure of 
dignity intact—soon. And when are we 
going to see Dennis and Liz again? 

As for Paul and the Monkey King, |am 
@ bit Confused aS to what is going on, 
although | expéct the answers to be 
forthéoming. However, | definitely do 
riot like the needless slaughter of 
ehildreri on page 23. Granted, this is a 
horror comic, but this crossed the line 
for me and I consider it unnecessarily 
cruel. | will be interested, though, tosee 
if other létterhacks respond negatively 
to the impénding deaths of (at least) six 
Children. AS for me, | wish you would 
exercise more restraint in future stories, 


Sincerely, 

David Allen 

Olney Central Collage 
5 Douglas Drive 
Olney, IL 62450 


Ads are designed to catch thé reader's 
eye, David, either with a picture, words, 
of beth. Our motive in doing the type of 
ad we did, was to grab the person 
unfamiliat with Swamp Thing, and we 
felt that by putting in @ raging anger 
element, we could spark some people's 
euriasity: We referred to “The Anatomy 
Lesson,” because that is indeed where 
the changes in the series started, again 


hoping an interested or intriguedreader 
would pick up the book and possibly the 
back issues. | do agree, though, that the 
placement of the ad wasn’t the best, but 
since ad flats are designed well in 
advance of publication with the same ad 
appearing on the same page across aut 
line, there was really nothing we could 
do about it. 

To cover your other point, | hope you've 
realized now that the Demon staryline is 
over, that the autistic children at 
Elysium Lawns were not slaughtered by 
the Kamara, who ain't called the “Night- 
mare Monkey. King” for nothing. He 
satiates his hunger for tear by feeding 
off other’s horrors and fears, and did so 
with the children, leaving them un- 
harmed, but definitely scared out of 
their minds, 


aneee . 


Don't forget to join Swamp Thing in his 
search for Abby’s soul as he journeys 
through Hell in the SQTST Annual on 
Sale in just two short weeks! It’s by Alan, 
Steve, and John and special guest stars 
will include Deadman, the Phantom 
Stranger, the Spectre, and the Demon! 
And two weeks after that, it’s “Pog” =a 
truly unique and intriguing story that 
will make you laugh and make you cry. 
Shawn McManus, who did such a great 
job on “The Burial,” will pinch-hit once 
again, while Steve and John recuperate 
from the Annual. Take care, everyone, 
and we'll see you soon—Karen 
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GUEST MEANWHILE 


THE BIRTH OF A COMIC BOOK 
COLLECTOR 


{ must be crazy. : 
T have, on my bookcase, the 
| pearly whitest, most mint copy of 
© BATMAN £18 a collector could 
ever hope to find. 1 paid $175.00 
: for it<four hard days' wages at my. 
gurrent pay scale. Dol have a 
disease? Somebody tell me... 
My problem siarted when I was 
about nine years old. My mother 
would give me a quarter for my 
allowance, and while my brothers 
were stocking up on candy and 
gott drinks for the Saturday 
morning cartoons, | would buy 
two things: 4 single ten-cent 
candy bar, and a single twelve- 
cent comic book. Turning the 
book rack and trying to choose 
the title, the only title I could buy 
jor that entire week, wae alwave 
traumatic. Batman was my 
favorite character (yes, he was 
just ‘Batman’ then; this waa after 
semeone had dropped the The’ 
and before someone else had put 
it hack), so any book with the 
Caped Crusader in it was 
pores my first choice. 
As time passed, I would buy 4 
teeun here, a JUSTICE 
IE there. My allowance 
grew, but so did the magazines’ 
cover price, so 1 waa never really 
able to buy all the titles I desired. 
Finally, when I was about 
fourteen years old, my mother 
topk the box containing my entire 
‘collection, perhaps a hundred 
comics * and threw os ip the trash 1 


was s pained, but not heartbroken, 
After all, I told myself, I had 
outgrown these books. : 

Right. 

Age twenty-four: 1 was home 
early from work, lying on the 
couch with a hasty fever and a 
weak, achy, fluey feeling 
throughout my entire body, My 
girlfriend called, invited herself 
over to be my nursemaid, and I 
accepted. She was wonderful. 
After she saw that I was wrapped 
in warm blankets, she offered to 
run to the 7-Eleven to pick up 
anything I might want, “Some 
Seven-Up?” she asked, “some 
orange juice?” : 

Tnodded. “Anything,” I said, 
“anything.” But as she was 
leaving, some ambitious little 
demon grabbed hold of my 
tongue, and I stopped her just as 
she was reaching for the door. 
“Hey,” I said, “one more thing. 
Get me a BATMAN comic book, 
okay?” 

She looked at me and blinked 
her eyes as though she had never 
heard the word comic before. “BS 
what?’ 

“A comic hook,” Is cepented, s 
BATMAN. Would you pick one up 
for me?” 

’Well...ail right.” 

T was smiling as she shut the 
door behind her. 

Tt turned out, unfortunately, 
that my girlfriend, as large as her 
heart was, did not know ¢omic 
books from antique automobiles. 
She came back witha 
SUPERMAN, « FLASH, and a 
SHE-HULK. 

‘No matter. 1 was hooked 
anyway. 

1 soon discovered that there 
were places that actually 
apecialized in comic books, 
aelling little or nothing eles, and! 
aid everything short of 


committing felonies te find them. 


What did I first notice when L went 
through their gleaming doors? _ 
Ta-da—back issues. Holy bank 
account, Batman! Not 


buy all the now releases, 


buy back those great old b = 
my mother had thrown 
in heaven, drunk on the 
yoolored ink and disintegrating | 
Dulp. Life was BATMAN, - 
BATMAN, BATMAN. Within 6 
year I had every iasue over #14! 


These places had GOLD ; 
comics. | spent $412.00 in ss 
months. Along with my BATMAN 
#18 came numbers 7, 8, 9, 11, 
23—and an expensive multitud 
of etceteras, I would come 
trom the comic store with my 
blood running hot, tingling with 
the guilt an alcoholic might fee! 
after totaling the family car, 

Lhad to get hold of myseli 


_ Eventually, I was able to cate! 


my breath and take accountolmy 
spending. I forced myself to slow 
down, purchase bavk issu 

little less frequently. Though 
sometimes a strange tic comes to 
my right eye, and I find myself” 
writing checks for frightenin: 
gums of money (for iy 

my roommate asks), [am 


basically quite stable. 


Really...lam. 

Gazing at the wall aber 
typevrriter, | see twa pieces 
original artwork. They're v: 
nice—Don Newton and Alfred 
Alcala pages from DE 
#526. One is pace fo: 1 
the other page forty-six from at 
issue. 1 keep thinking, gosh (Isay 
“gosh" a lot now, ever gince! 
started reading SUPERBOY = 
again)—wouldn’t itbe neattc get 
page forty.s ver I w: have a. 
get, a triptych. [wonder how much: 
®) the quy at the at 

Doctor, help me... 

De Mark bee 
2426 College Dr. 
Costa Mena, CA oars 
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GRIT PUBLISHING CO., Williamsport, PA 17701 


Please send me all the details and.................. copies 
Each week to startmy own GRIT route. wean 


(PRINT) 
Name ...: 


In Care of 


O. Female 


Signature of Parent 
or Guardian 


~ NOW IN TWO. 


"4 FLAVOR ASSORTMENTS 
REGULAR & NEW TRO} 


0% 
MORE 
GUM 


IN EACH PACK 
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WITH EVERY SPECIALLY MARKED / Ri 
MONOGRAM KIT! : 


ws EE? in Pom 
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Go CAR-AZY with some of the hottest 
race cars on the Grand National stock 
car and Pro Stock drag racing circuits! 
Plus planes and other kits, too! Because 
with each specially marked kit found 
in the store, you'll get a free CAR-AZY 
T-Shirt! Just mail the coupon inside 
the package with $2.00 for shipping 
and handling, and we'll send you the 
T-Shirt free! Or for just $5.95 plus 
$2.00 shipping and handling, buy a 
T-Shirt direct from Monogram. 

Just use the coupon below. 


Please send the T-Shirts checked below @ $5.95 each plus $2.00 
for shipping and handling per order to: 


Name (Please print clearly) 
Address. 
Ce —————— eer [OC ener I 
$_____Total Price (Add 6% sales tax on orders sent in illinois). 
Indicate quantity and sizes in spaces below. T-Shirts are 100% cotton. 


Adult sizes  Smali_ttco Med Large___—Ss_ X-Large___ 
(32-34) (34-36) (36-38) (38-40) 
Mail to: MAGAZINE T-SHIRT OFFER, MONOGRAM MODELS, INC., 
8601 WAUKEGAN ROAD, MORTON GROVE, IL 60053 
Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Make check or money order payable to 
Monogram Models. No cash please. Available in U.S.A. only. 
Void where prohibited by law. Offer expires April 30, 1985. 1 © 1984 Monogram Models, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 


OW TO WRITE WITH 
A CANDY BAR 


THE HARDEST PART. 
CHOOSE EITHER 
BUTTERFINGER , 
THE CRISP FLAKY 
PEANUT ~ BUTTERY 
CHOCOLATEY TREAT. 
OR BABY RUTH, 
A UNIQUE 
COMBINATION OF 
CARAMEL , 
FUDGE AND 
PEANUTS 
COVERED IN 
CHOCOLATEY 


DON'T THROW AWAY THE 
WRAPPER OR YOU'LL HAVE 
TO START ALL OVER AGAIN. 
PUL OUT THE COUPON 
BELOW AND PLT iT /N AN 
ENVELOPE WITH THE 
$ WRAPPER. . 


